
A second ordinance is 

being drafted regarding 

water efficient 

irrigation and 

landscaping in an effort 

to recharge the local 

aquifer and reduce 

potable water 

demands. This 

ordinance will establish 

the minimum standards 

with respect to the 

Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental 

Design (LEED) 

approved 

landscaping/water 

efficiency guidelines.   

The City of Miami 

recently passed a water 

ordinance, similar to 

one already in place at 

the county level that 

governs the frequency 

of landscaping irrigation 

and new construction.  

The ordinance states 

that there shall be no 

watering between 10 

a.m. and 4 p.m. each 

day.  Landscape 

irrigation will be allowed 

two days per week, with 

residents’ addresses 

determining which days 

are permissible.   

A notable component of 

this ordinance denotes 

that the water 

restrictions will stay in 

effect year-round, 

regardless of water 

levels that may shift in 

response to the drought 

and rainy seasons.   

The second focus of the 

ordinance requires that 

all new construction 

must install high 

efficiency fixtures 

throughout the building, 

including but not limited 

to: showerheads, 

urinals, toilets, faucets, 

etc.  

Thank you to the participants of our 
Second  

Fruit Tree Giveaway

Our second Fruit Tree 

Giveaway was a  huge 

success thanks to all of 

our volunteers, donors, 

and wonderful Miami 

residents.  We were 

pleased to give away all 

trees! Make sure to arrive 

early for our third 

giveaway on July 25, 

2009 at Robert King High 

Park, 7025 W Flagler St.  

The event will run from 

8:00 am to 12:00 p.m.  

The park has a 

playground, tennis and 

basketball courts, and an 

expansive green area 

complete with picnic 

tables, so why not bring 

a picnic and make a 

whole day of family fun? 

We look forward to 

seeing you! 
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Did you Know? 3% OF THE EARTH’S WATER IS FRESHWATER, BUT WE CAN ONLY 

ACCESS ABOUT 1% (WE USE APPROXIMATELY 158 GALLONS/DAY/PERSON IN MIAMI) 

MSI Hard at Work 
July is the 

EPAôs 
designated 

Smart 
Irrigation 

Month 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/sim/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/sim/index.htm
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/sim/index.htm


a partner of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection 
Agency’s WaterSense 
Program.  In 2006, the 
Miami-Dade Water and 

Sewer Department 
(MDWAS) passed the 5-
year water use efficiency 
plan .  The plan involves 
mandatory measures such 
as the adoption of a water 
conservation based rate 

structure and the adoption 
of a soil moisture sensor 
device ordinance.  
Supplementary 

conservation measures 
such as an analysis of 

reclaimed water feasibility, 
and wastewater utility 
infiltration detection and 
repair are strongly 
recommended by the plan.    

Both water savings and the 
program’s cost-effectiveness 
are evaluated on an annual 
basis.  The program 
considers projected water 
needs for the City of Miami 
and focuses on residential, 

government, and commercial 
sectors.   
 Initiatives such as 
the showerhead exchange, 

high efficiency washing 
machine rebate, ultra low 

flush toilet retrofit/rebate,  
water-efficient landscape 
and irrigation evaluations, 
and rebates for soil 
moisture sensor retrofitting 

have encouraged progress 
towards achieving the 
County’s conservation goals 
for best management 
practices (BMP’s).   The 
plan is scheduled to be 
updated no later than April 

2011 and every 5 years 
thereafter.  Keep your eyes 
open for new programs and 
incentives as the MDWAS 

works hard to protect this 
vital resource.   

accomplish the City’s overall 
environmental goals and particularly 
its Climate Action Plan, MiPlan.  Of 
the $4.7 million of EECBG funds 
allotted, the City proposes to use 

approximately $4 million to perform 

energy-efficiency audits and retrofits 
of multiple City-owned buildings and 
facilities.  
The remainder of the allotted EECBG 
funds (approximately $750,000) will 
be used for the renovation of the 

Miami Green Lab, a green building 
resource center for the community 
providing education and training on 
green jobs. Moreover, Miami Green 
Lab will showcase energy efficiency 

and renewable energy technologies 
and serve as a green job incubator 

by providing training on solar 
technology, energy audits, and 
Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Green 
Building Rating System preparation 

amongst other programs. Miami 
Green Lab will be established in an 
old fire station owned by the City and 
will be renovated to at least LEED-NC 
(New Construction) Silver 

certification. The renovated building 

will demonstrate energy and water 
conservation using energy-efficient 
lighting, solar technology, rainwater 
cisterns, water-efficient fixtures, 
native landscaping, and green 
cleaning techniques. It will also 

incorporate readily available and 
appropriate recycled and salvaged 
materials in the renovation process 
and design on the structure's 
community educational and work 

spaces. Lastly, the Miami Green Lab 
will be the new location of the MSI 

Department.  

 Recently, the City of Miami 
submitted an application to the U.S. 
Department of Energy (DOE), to 
access formulated funds allotted to 

the City under the Energy Efficiency 

Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) 
program.  The EECBG is part of the 
broad economic stimulus efforts 
under the American Reinvestment 
and Recovery Act (ARRA) of 2009.   
 The City of Miami was 
allotted by formula approximately 

$4.7 million under the EECBG.  The 
Office of Sustainable Initiatives 
(MSI) is the City Department 

responsible for implementing project 
activities under this grant, while 
working closely with the Office of the 
Mayor to ensure that activities 

undertaken not only satisfy the 
criteria of the DOE-administered 
program, but also serve to 
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Did you know that it took 
2700 Liters, or 713 gallons 

of water to make that t-shirt 
you are wearing? 

Miami-Dade County 
participates in the 
Florida Department of 
Environmental 

Resources’ Conserve 

Florida Initiative and is 



What Can I Do? …  
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MIAMI 

RECEIVES 

ABOUT 52 IN. 

OF RAINFALL 

ANNUALLY: 1 IN 

OF RAIN WATER 

OVER 1,000 SQ 

FEET = 

APPROXIMATELY 

600 GALLONS 

OF EXCESS 

WATER 

Take advantage of the city showerhead exchange- There are 3 

locations willing to serve you.  Simply bring in your old showerhead 
and save as much as 6.5 gallons per minute, while maintaining a 

strong water pressure.  Click here for more information. 
Install a High Efficiency washing machine in your house, and try to fill 
it up as much as possible each time you do a load. 

Attend the County’s Rain Barrel workshop on Saturday, July 11.  An 
inch of rainfall over a one thousand square-foot area yields in excess 

of 600 gallons of water. Reserve your barrel now and start benefiting 
from the rainy season.  The deadline to register and pay for barrels is 
July 8, 2009. To register for this event, contact Lize Luna at 305-248

-3311, ext. 245.     
Hurricane Preparedness: Instead of flocking to the store to buy gallon 

jugs of water, save some milk jugs and rinse them out to refill with 
tap water.  You’ll save yourself time, money, and protect the earth all 
at once! 

Remember to turn the water off while you brush your teeth, lather up 

your hands, or in between hand-washing dishes. 

June 15- Miamiôs 1st 

Bike Summit 

resulted in standing 

room only! The next 

one will be in August 

Miami’s early risers vying 

for fruit trees at our  
second fruit tree giveaway 

June 13 

As a Responsible 

Consumer: 

Being a responsible 

consumer is one important 

step towards water 

conservation that doesn’t 

take much effort on your 

part.  Did you know that it 

took 2700 Liters, or 713 

gallons of water to make 

that t-shirt you are 

wearing?  Additionally, 

your coffee this morning 

used 74 gallons of virtual 

water to produce.  We 

aren’t mentioning these 

numbers to make you feel 

guilty or to  encourage you 

to skip your coffee and  

walk around as a zombie.  

Rather, we’d like to remind 

you that water is vital to 

our everyday lives, 

whether it is the tangible 

water we drink or the 

virtual water we consume.   

 One of the easiest 

ways that you can change 

is to cut down on your 

consumption of bottled 

water.  Miami Dade Water 

and Sewer, along with the 

South Florida Water 

Management District work 

hard to bring you quality, 

dependable drinking 

water.  

 It’s better for your wallet 

too! Did you know that 

bottled war can be more 

expensive, per gallon, 

than gasoline?? 

http://www.miamidade.gov/wasd/showerhead.asp


On June 24, Mayor Manny 

Diaz, accompanied by 

various City of Miami 

officials and program 

volunteers  recognized the 

efforts of Shake-A-Leg 

Miami, in conjunction with 

the Army Corps of 

Engineers, the City of 

Miami, and Miami-Dade 

Department of 

Environmental Resource 

Management in cleaning 

up the barrier islands 

located offshore from 

Coconut Grove.  What was 

once a littered, neglected 

site is now a beautiful 

natural haven.   The 

Mayor was treated to a 

tour of one of the biggest 

islands,  where children 

attend an eco day camp 

as well.  Mayor Diaz was 

also informed of the 

natural fauna restoration 

project on the island.   

Shake-A-Leg Miami 

founder Harry Horgan has 

been providing 

educational and 

recreational camps for 

children at Shake-A-Leg 

for over 15 years.  

Campers learn about ecosystems, boating skills, natural 

Florida history, team-building, and marine science, all the 

while focusing on building self-esteem. For more 

information on the camp, click here. 

Tree Giveaways, as well 

as the ordinances and 

grants that MSI is 

overseeing.  City 

commissioners recently 

passed ordinances 

controlling water 

conservation and 

sedimentation control 

during construction.  

Ordinances on Indoor Air 

Quality, Bicycle Storage, 

and the Heat Island Effect 

of Roof/Non Roof areas 

are being drafted and in 

the process of being 

June 26- MSI reported at 

the Green Commission 

meeting at City Hall to 

provide an overview of the 

environmental initiatives 

being pursued and 

implemented throughout 

the city.  The Commission 

is headed by 

Commissioner Joe 

Sanchez and was 

established in August 

2006.  Members were 

briefed on the success of 

events such as Gateway to 

Green and the recent Fruit 

approved.  Those 

present were also 

informed on progress 

of the city’s Green 

Fleet transformation, 

Urban Forestry 

Education and 

outreach actions, Bike 

Miami Days, and the 

Miami Green Lab, to 

name a few.   

Shake-A-Leg Miami and Barrier Island 

Green Commission Meeting 
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MSI WAS HARD 

AT WORK, 

ALONG WITH 

MAYOR DIAZ IN 

CELEBRATING 

GREEN WEEK, 

JUNE 22-27, FULL 

OF EVENTS 

AROUND THE 

CITY OF MIAMI 

June 25- Mayor  

Diaz joins the 24 
recently 

appointed Park 
Rangers in 

launching the 

Park Ranger 
Program aimed 

at reducing 
vandalism, 

ensuring safety, 

and enforcing 
park rules. 

The 

Mayor 

gets a 

lesson 

in 

ecology 

from 

one of 

the 

campers 

MSI was pleased to 

present a check to Dream 

in Green, with funds from 

Gateway to Green, at last 

weekôs Commissionerôs 

meeting 

http://www.shakealegmiami.org/site/c.kkLUJbMQKpH/b.5018343/k.A617/Summer_Camp_2009.htm
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Schedule of Events 

July 6– Launch Teen 

Green Program– MSI 

will conduct a weekly 

educational session for 

students over 6 weeks 

July 8– Deadline to 

Register for Rain Barrel 

July 11– Rain Barrel 

Workshop 

July 19– Bike Miami 

Rideï A ride to teach 

safety and promote 

confidence when 

cycling in Miami 

July 19– Adopt-A-Tree 

Event at North Miami 

Beach City Hall, hosted 

by DERM 

July 22– BPAC (Bicycle 

Pedestrian Action 

Committee)  meeting 

July  25– 3rd Fruit 

Tree Giveaway for City 

of Miami Residents  

S U N M O N  T U E W E D T H U F R I S A T 

  30 
 

1 2 3 4 
Happy 4th! 

5 6 
Launch Teen 
Green 

7 8 
Last Day to 
Register For 
Rain Barrel 

9 10 11 
Rain Barrel 
Workshop 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
Bike Miami 
Ride 
Adopt-A-Tree 

20 21 22 
BPAC 
Meeting 

23 24 25 
3rd Fruit Tree 
Giveaway 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Mayor Diaz, Shake-

A-Leg Founder 

Harry Horgan 

(center front), and 

various citizens 

from the City of 

Miami visit the Eco 

Island  

http://www.miamigov.com/msi
http://twitter.com/GreenMIA_MSI
http://twitter.com/home
http://www.ourgreenmiami.com


C I T Y  O F  M I A M Ið O F F I C E  O F  S U S T A I N AB L E  I N I T I A T I V E S 

HOW DOES IT WORK?  

The secret behind the lampõs òlavaó is 

science. Oil is lighter, or less dense, than 

water, so it rises to the surface. Salt is 

heavier, or more dense, than water, and 

sinks to the bottom. When you add the 

salt, blobs of oil attach to the grains and 

sink. Then the salt dissolves, and the oil 

returns to the top. The result? A liquid 

show for the eyes.  

YOU WILL NEED  

Clear jar with lid  

Water 

Food coloring  

Glitter  

Vegetable oil  

Salt 
Flashlight  

Fill the jar three -quarters full of water. Add drops of food 

coloring until you like the color you see. A few drops go a 

long way! Sprinkle in glitter for extra sparkle. Fill the jar 

almost to the top with vegetable oil and let the mixture 

separate. Pour salt into the jar until you see the cool lava 

lamp effect. When the bubbles stop, add more salt to see 

it again. Shine a flashlight behind the jar to watch your 

lava lamp really glow!  
Thanks to National Geographic Kids  

http://www.evergladesplan.org/education/educ_docs/wayne_drop/waynedrop_eng.pdf
http://www.evergladesplan.org/education/educ_docs/wayne_drop/waynedrop_eng.pdf
http://www.evergladesplan.org/education/educ_docs/wayne_drop/waynedrop_eng.pdf

