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THE UNDERMINING OF DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRATIC CITY GOVERNANCE
IN VENEZUELA

1. WHEREAS, freely-elected mayors in Venezuel a have been subjected
to intimdation and persecution for standing in

opposition to the ruling adm ni stration and nati onal

assenbl y; and

2. WHEREAS, these mayors and their famlies have been

t hreat ened such that the freely-el ected Mayor of Maracai bo,
Manuel Rosal es, was forced into hiding and has been granted
political asylumin Peru; and

3. WHEREAS, the freely-elected Mayor of Caracas, Antonio
Ledezma, who defeated a pro-governnment incunbent, was

bl ocked fromentry to City Hall by supporters of the ruling

nati onal government follow ng a transparent and | awf ul

el ection in Novenber 2008, and the Venezuel a National Guard

has prevented Mayor Ledezma from convening city counci

nmeetings, in contrast to those |ed by the previ ous progovernnent
mayor; and

4. WHEREAS, legislation recently passed by Venezuel a's
Nat i onal Assenbly, reorganizes the governnment of the city
of Caracas without city resident consent and creates a new
Caracas muni ci pal authority that controls the Caracas
muni ci pal budget and the city’s 7,000 city enpl oyees, and
this Iaw has the effect of elimnating nost of the
responsibilities of the elected office of the Mayor, and



gi ves control of an opposition-run city to an official
appoi nted by the national executive; and

5. WHEREAS, Article 31 of the Venezuel an Constitution of 2000
pl aces the capital city of Caracas under the political
control of an elected mayor, and the ruling adm nistration
and national assenbly are promul gating |aws that underm ne
the constitutional authority of freely-elected opposition
mayors and governors while | egal proceedi ngs are brought
agai nst | eaders of the political opposition; and

6. WHEREAS, the President of Venezuela has named a vice
president of his ruling party as the new executive with
authority over Venezuela's capital city, and the el ected
mayor of Caracas has been subordinated to a city official
appoi nted by the President; and

7. WHEREAS, such actions are directly limting the authority
of freely-elected political opponents and underm ne
constitutionally-guaranteed freedons of speech and
expression in Venezuel a, and these actions nust be clearly
vi ewed as attacks on constitutional governnent and popul ar

el ectoral expressions of citizen sovereignty, and

8. WHEREAS, such behavi or underm nes the rule of |aw and the
principles of |lawful, independent, |ocal electoral

processes in city governance, freely-elected city and | ocal
denocrati c governance; and

9. WHEREAS, in 2008 in solidarity with the denocratic
aspirations of the people of Venezuela, the United States
Conf erence of Mayors highlighted and condemmed the sunmary
di squalification of 400 otherw se-eligible candi dates for
el ected office by the admnistrative act of a governnent
agency w thout affording due juridical process;

10. NOW, THEREFORE, BE 1T RESOLVED, that The United States
Conf erence of Mayors reiterates its unequi vocal
condemation of the underm ning of denocratic governance
and the principle of freely- and i ndependently-elected city
officials, governments and adm ni strations in Venezuel a;
and

11. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that The United States Conference of
Mayor s unequi vocal ly condemms the intimdation and persecution of
freely-el ected mayors in Venezuela who stand in political opposition;
and

12. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this policy resolution be
presented to the United States House of Representatives
Conmittee on Foreign Affairs, the United States Senate



Comm ttee on Foreign Relations, and the United States
Department of State and that representations be nade to the
official representatives of the Governnent of Venezuela in

the United States.



