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TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS FOR HAITIAN NATIONALS

1. WHEREAS, the country of Haiti was severely inpacted by
successive hurricane and tropical stormstrikes during a
conpressed period in 2008; and

2. WHEREAS, already tenuous conditions in Haiti were
exacer bated by the magnitude and scal e of these natural

di sasters, and tens of thousands remain homel ess and

di spl aced, food shortages continue, malnutrition rates are
rising, and jobl essness continues to clinb in Haiti; and

3. WHEREAS, these natural disasters have had a devastating
effect on infrastructure and essential and public services
remai n i nadequate, including electrical power and cl ean
drinking water, and many areas of the country remain

i sol ated and uni nhabi tabl e while many roads and hi ghways
remai n i npassabl e; and

4. WHEREAS, these tragic conditions are not conducive to
successful repatriation, repatriation under these
conditions is inconsistent with our values as a country,
and deportations of Haitian nationals were tenporarily
suspended in the wake of these natural disasters; and



5. WHEREAS, the governnment of Haiti continues to work towards
recovery fromthese disasters and inprove and renedi ate the
exceptionally difficult living conditions that these

di sasters have caused, yet the people of Haiti continue to
suf fer under these extrenme conditions; and

6. WHEREAS, the Cbama Adm ni stration has expressed concerns
for nationals of Haiti affected by the recurring natural

di sasters that have befallen Haiti over several years and

t heir econom ¢ consequences; and

7. WHEREAS, the Cbama Administration is in the process of
formul ating an overall Haiti policy and has expressed its
continued commtment to working closely with the U S
Congress, the Governnent of Haiti, the O ganization of
American States, the United Nations and the international
community to address the humanitarian and security concerns
that continue to face the people of Haiti; and

8. WHEREAS, the designation of Tenporary Protected Status for
Haiti and Haitian nationals would provide needed relief to

t hose affected and the Governnent of Haiti as it works to
stabilize conditions and recover fromthe damage inflicted
by this environnmental disaster; and

9. WHEREAS, Tenporary Protected Status has been afforded to E
Sal vador, Honduras and Ni caragua in the wake of conditions in
those countries resulting fromnatural disasters, and conditions
in Haiti clearly neet the statutory requirenents necessary for
desi gnation of Tenporary Protected Status,

10. NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of
Mayors calls on the Secretary of Honel and Security, with
whom such authority lies, to designate Haiti and Haitian
nationals for Tenporary Protected Status; and

11. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that The U.S. Conference of Mayors
calls on the Secretary of Homeland Security to pronptly suspend
deportations of Haitian nationals.



