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1.0 Executive Summary 
 

The Bicycle Action Committee was formed in the spring of 2008 as a subcommittee of the Miami Green 

Commission and was tasked with forming policies related to the inclusion of bicycle friendly 

infrastructure, events, education and enforcement.  The committee created a short range list of 

priorities and basic mapping of primary bicycle routes which were identified and composed into the 

Bicycle Action Plan.  On October 16, 2008, the Miami City Commission unanimously adopted the City's 

first ever Bicycle Action Plan. The plan has helped to transform the City of Miami into a more bicycle 

friendly city, through the designation of primary routes and beginning a coordination of planning, 

infrastructure, development, and education.   The long term goal of the Bicycle Action Plan is to 

develop a comprehensive Miami Bicycle Master Plan which would transform Miami into a bicycle 

friendly city.  

 

The purpose of this study is to create the first City of Miami Bicycle Master Plan.  This Miami Bicycle 

Master Plan was developed with the guidance of previous bicycle study efforts locally and nationally.  

The study also reviewed existing conditions in the City of Miami and gauged public sentiment.  This 

research along with city staff recommendations was used for establishing the citywide bikeway network 

plan, bicycle parking plan, safety and awareness actions, and evaluation tools to measure future 

performance of the network and suggest improvements to the existing bicycle infrastructure.  The study 

serves as a guide for the development of the bikeway network and parking over a 20 year period in 

phases of 2010, 2015, 2020, and 2030.  The Miami Bicycle Master Plan is intended to work in 

collaboration with the Miami 21 Zoning Ordinance and the Complete Streets ordinance.  This plan will 

also assist the City with obtaining Bicycle Friendly City status in 2012ða stated goal of the 2008 

Bicycle Action Plan.   

 

A review of the City of Miamiôs existing network conditions revealed that the corridors, most of which 

are County or State owned, are designed primarily for auto mobility.   The major corridors within the 

City allows for a high volume of swift moving traffic which results in the isolation rather than connection 

of the Cityôs neighborhoods.  Existing motor vehicle speeds do not provide for a safe environment for 

bicyclists along these important thoroughfares.  Furthermore, the existing conditions research revealed 

the lack of bicycle facilities, parking, and the unbalanced geographical distribution of what has been 

implemented.  It should be noted that the two most extensive routes, the M-Path and the Rickenbacker 



 
 

  
 

Page 1-2 

Causeway Bicycle Lanes, both receive heavy use and provide a framework for the southeastern portion 

of the City.  

 

Public input was an important component of the Miami Bicycle Master Plan.  As part of the master 

planning effort, a survey was issued to those already bicycling within the City.   In total, 312 surveys 

were returned. Many of the questions allowed for open ended responses, which provided further insight 

into how bicyclists identify themselves by skill type; where they frequently ride and why; what they 

perceive as the significant barriers to safe cycling; and how the City should best approach the desired 

improvements. 

 

When asked what the largest barriers are for bicycling in Miami, 84% stated the current lack of facilities.  

Another 76% identified a concern for personal safety as a major impediment, if not for themselves then 

for others.  Additionally, 48% of respondents said that the lack of bicycle parking facilities hinders 

bicycle use, while 12% said Miamiôs climate presented particular challenges.  

 

Based on the survey, it is clear that Miamiôs bicyclists feel that there are not enough bikeways, and that 

their safety is compromised as a result.  Likewise, they want the City to focus on expanding the on-

street network and to promote safety through education and enforcement, and undertake infrastructure 

improvements and evaluation. Also, bicyclists in Miami want to be involved in the improvements, 

pointing to the need to keep the process as open as possible when the City begins implementing their 

first bicycle master plan.    

 

The guidance of previous bicycle study efforts locally and nationally, review of the existing bikeway 

network conditions, obtaining public input, and city staff recommendations were used for establishing 

the citywide bikeway network infrastructure plan.  The Miami Bicycle Master plan includes more than 

280 miles of new or improved bikeways which comprises about 33% of the City street network.  At 

present, the City of Miami bikeway network includes 15.91 miles of Bicycle Lanes and Shared Use 

Paths/ Greenways which is only 1.6% of the City street network. Thus, the 2030 plan recommends a 

comprehensive expansion and diversification of facilities to meet the needs of beginner, intermediate, 

and expert bicyclists. In total, seven different bikeway types are included. They include: Bicycle Routes,  

Shared Use Lane Markings (Sharrows), Bicycle Lanes, Shared Use Paths/Greenways, Bicycle 

Boulevards, Neighborhood Connections, and Scenic View Routes.  
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A close working relationship will have to be established with the Florida Department of Transportation 

(FDOT) and Miami-Dade County in the pursuit of the bikeway network planôs implementation, as 

competing jurisdictional interests and funding constraints may prove detrimental to the realization of the 

Miami Bicycle Master Plan.  The Miami Bicycle Master Plan is broken out into four implementation 

phases and recommends bikeway projects for the next 1, 5, 10, and 20 years (2010, 2015, 2020, and 

2030).  The proposed 2030 bikeway network master plan is depicted in Figure 1-1.  The proposed 

2030 bikeway network maps by commission districts and Downtown Development Authority (DDA) area 

can be seen in Appendix G. 
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Bikeway Network miles:  280.13 miles 

Total Number of Bikeway Projects: 214 

Percentage of City Street Network with Bikeways: 33% 

Bikeway Types: 7 

 

 

 

Figure 1- 1: 2030 Bikeway Network Master Plan 

 


















































































































































































































